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businessman Yevtushenkov to recover the assets belonging to him from the state, and on 
September 1, 2022, the VAKS satisfied this lawsuit in full [5]. 

The Center for Economic Strategy confirms that at present, law enforcement agencies 
operate mainly within the framework of traditional legislation, first of all, articles of the Criminal 
Code of Ukraine No. 110-2 (financing of actions committed to forcibly change or overthrow the 
constitutional order or seize state power, change the borders of the territory or state border of 
Ukraine), as well as under financial articles (tax evasion, dirty money laundering, etc.) [5]. 

It should be noted that the transfer of the asset to the management of the Tracing and 
Asset Management Agency (ARMA) is not confiscation, nationalization or recovery in favor of 
the state. This is to grant the state represented by ARMA the right to temporarily use and dispose 
of assets until the court decides to finally confiscate or return them to the owners. 

ARMA uses the following steps to preserve the value of assets: 
1) by a court decision transfers real estate, shares in authorized capital, transport 

management on the basis of an agreement. Managers receive remuneration from the total income 
from the asset and pay taxes to the budget; 

2) by a court decision sells at open auction movable property that quickly deteriorates or 
loses value, and places funds from the sale on bank deposits with interest; 

3) stores seized funds on deposit accounts. 
In ARMA, since April 2022, Ukraine has adopted more than 170 court rulings on the 

transfer of assets to the agency. This is many times more than in previous years of work since 
2015. About 2/3 of the decisions relate to Russian and Belarusian assets. However, not all the 
property arrested in Ukraine has already been transferred to ARMA in connection with the 
concealment of the nominal owner [6]. 

Unlike Ukrainian colleagues, the Western world is on a more complicated and confusing 
path, but at the same time this path has many times more in common with the concept of law. 
Regarding the blocking of Russian assets in part of the business, in the EU, UK, USA, Canada 
there is a blocking of corporate rights, that is, the prohibition of the sale of shares or shares, to 
receive dividends, to manage companies, etc. The key points of the sanctions policy in the 
developed countries of the world are the transparency of imposing sanctions and blocking assets, 
in which business operates, and specific individuals lose the opportunity to earn and dispose of 
their movable and immovable property. 

Regarding the lack of legal grounds for Ukraine's sanctions against Russian oligarchs, in 
our opinion, the following conditions should be noted: 1) the state did not prove to the court that 
a particular sanctioned person contributed to military aggression in one way or another; 2) the 
state has not proved that a particular sanctioned person has a direct or indirect connection with 
the assets that are proposed to be confiscated. 

At the same time, under Ukrainian sanctions there are about 900 people against whom 
confiscation can be applied. However, this mechanism is not widely used in Ukraine. At the 
same time, the practice of seizure of assets within criminal proceedings, which has no direct 
connection with the sanction mechanism (seizure of assets in criminal proceedings is more 
expeditious and can be used as a preventive measure until sanctions are imposed within the 
framework of the sanctions law only so that the sanctioned person does not have time to 
withdraw assets until sanctions are imposed against him). 

In the Unified State Register of Court Decisions there are many decisions on which 
corporate rights, movable and immovable property are transferred to ARMA, referring only to 
the fact that the owners of this property are persons allegedly associated with the Russian 
Federation (for example, on the basis of the presence of a Russian passport). However, the 
Criminal Code does not contain an article that would determine that having a certain citizenship 
is a criminal offense or is the basis for seizing assets. 

The presence of some historical connection with the Russian Federation is not proper 
evidence of the promotion of aggression. Such evidence can be the payment of taxes to the 
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"constitutional status of religious organizations" is especially important, considering what was 
stated at the beginning of the article. 

However, as of January 1, 2023, there are only such definitions in Ukrainian legal 
literature that can be applied by analogy. 

First, this is the work of A.Yu. Radchenko. The author rightly states that "the analysis of 
the relationship between the state and religious associations within the framework of the concept 
of a secular state or consideration of issues related to freedom of conscience, if at the same time 
the problem of determining the legal status of religious associations, outside of which it is 
impossible to ensure the full implementation of freedom of religion, as well as ensuring the legal 
equality of religious associations, makes it impossible to form a clear strategy for the 
development of religious legislation of Ukraine, its adaptation to world, primarily European, 
legal standards" [1, p. 169-170]. 

In accordance with this thesis, the author proposed to consider that "The legal status of 
religious associations, the structure of which consists of subjective rights, legal interests, legal 
duties and legal responsibility of religious associations, is based on the need for the simultaneous 
implementation of requirements, arising from two fundamental values of democracy - freedom 
of religion and freedom of association" [1, p. 172]. It is worth noting that the author has chosen a 
rather classic approach to the structure of legal status, with which one should generally agree - 
with a few caveats. 

First, it is hardly worth talking about "subjective rights" when it comes to religious 
organizations. Traditionally, at least in constitutional law, subjective rights are discussed when it 
comes to a natural person or a group of them that is not organized. 

It would be more accurate to talk simply about the "rights of religious organizations" in 
general. 

Secondly, it should be noted that religious organizations in Ukraine, in accordance with 
the constitutional legislation, have relatively few rights and even fewer legitimate interests. And 
therefore, when defining the content of the concept of "constitutional status of religious 
organizations", it is advisable to combine rights and legitimate interests into one group. 

Again, taking this into account, it would be more accurate to talk simply about the 
"rights of religious organizations." 

Thirdly, some specific features should be included in the definition, which will 
demonstrate its descriptiveness specifically in relation to religious organizations. 

As such signs, we should mention those that will not be overlooked by any of the 
modern Ukrainian researchers. And this is possible only in the case when these signs are fixed at 
the regulatory level. In our opinion, there are no such signs in the Constitution of Ukraine of 
1996. And that is why we should turn to the most important law for religious organizations - the 
Law of Ukraine of April 23, 1991 "On Freedom of Conscience and Religious Organizations". 

Brief generalizations regarding which provisions of this Law cause researchers' 
comments have already been given above. Of course, it would be best to borrow the definition of 
"religious organization" in whole or in part from this regulatory act. But, due to its absence, it 
should be suggested to borrow the comprehensive list of religious organizations, which is 
provided in one of the first articles of this Law. After all, as the researchers rightly note, "the 
specificity of the legal status of informal religious associations is related to the right of such 
associations to form and practice their religion in any way not prohibited by law, in particular 
through interaction with other participants of religious life. To enter into other relations 
(economic, labor, economic, financial, administrative, etc.), the state has the right to demand 
their formalization (registration of statutory documents)" [3, p. 172]. This list, with the 
corresponding amendment to the given quotation, can be useful in doctrinal developments. 

So, the analyzed definition can be taken as a basis and in general, but it is worth to 
continue the scientific search, to get acquainted with other available proposals. 

Returning to the analysis of the works of Ukrainian authors regarding concepts similar 
to the concept of "constitutional status of religious organizations", one cannot ignore the 
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