Summary to the Decision of the Constitutional Court of Ukraine 
No. 2-rp/2013 dated May 29, 2013 in the case upon the constitutional appeal of 48 People’s Deputies of Ukraine concerning the official interpretation of Articles 136.2, 141.3 of the Constitution, the first paragraph of Article 14.2 of the Law “On Elections of Deputies of the Verkhovna Rada of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Local Councils and Heads of Village, Settlement and City”

The Constitutional Court proceeds from the fact that frequency of holding elections to bodies of state power and bodies of local self-government should be reasonable, with a view to ensure optimality, continuity and stability in the formation of representative bodies.
Application of the principle of frequency of holding elections in accordance with international regulations is an important part of their democracy.
The frequency of holding elections to representative bodies of local self-government is a legal principle recognised by national and international law.
The Constitutional Court considers that in terms of the constitutional petition the term “period” as a legal category of setting frequency of holding elections means the restriction of legally significant actions and legal relations in time in order to maintain the balance of the state public interests, the interests of territorial communities and the human and citizen’s constitutional rights and freedoms.
After the entry into force of the Law “On Introducing Amendments to the Constitution of Ukraine on Holding Regular Elections of People’s Deputies of Ukraine, the President of Ukraine, Deputies of the Verkhovna Rada of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Local Councils and Heads of Village, Settlement, City” No. 2952-VI dated February 1, 2011 (hereinafter referred to as “the Law No. 2952”) the provisions of Articles 141.1, 141.2 of the Constitution are stated in the new wording which determines a five-year term of authority of deputies of relevant local councils and heads of village, settlement and city only in case of their election on regular elections.
The regular elections of local councils, heads of village, settlement and city are held on the last Sunday of October of the fifth year of the term of authority of a relevant council or a relevant head elected on regular election (Article 141.3 of the Constitution).
Thus, with the introduction of amendments to the Constitution by the Law No. 2952 the unified requirements are established concerning consistency in time of all regular elections of deputies of local councils and heads of village, town and city.

According to paragraph 5 of Section XIV “Final and Transitional Provisions” of the Law “On Elections of Deputies of the Verkhovna Rada of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Local Councils and Heads of Village, Settlement, City” No. 2487-VI dated July 10, 2010 (hereinafter referred to as “the Law No. 2487”) and the decision of the Verkhovna Rada of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea No. 1833-5/10 dated August 4, 2010 all regular elections of deputies of the Verkhovna Rada of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, local councils, heads of village, town and city except for elections of head of Kyiv, Kyiv city council and Ternopil oblast council were held in October 31, 2010.
The deputies of Ternopil oblast council were elected on special election on March 15, 2009 and the deputies of Kyiv city council and the head of Kyiv whose authority was early terminated were elected on special elections on May 25, 2008.
The regular elections of the head of Kyiv, Kyiv city council and Ternopil oblast council were held on March 26, 2006 along with all other regular elections of deputies of local councils, heads of village, town and city.

The Constitutional Court mentions that all regular elections of deputies of local councils and heads of village, town, city should be held on the last Sunday of October of the fifth year of the term of authority of councils or heads elected on regular elections on October 31, 2010, i.e. on the last Sunday of October 2015 for the unification of terms of holding all regular elections of deputies of the Verkhovna Rada of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, local councils and heads of village, town and city as well as for providing possibility of implementing the mechanism of their simultaneous holding. During this period the elections of deputies of local councils, heads of village, town, city elected at special election should also be held.

At the same time extension or shortening of the term of authority of bodies of local self-government elected on special election is a temporary measure aimed at implementing a mechanism of simultaneous holding of all regular elections of deputies of local councils and heads of village, town, city which does not prevent the exercise of the constitutional right of citizens to participate in public affairs. 
Thus, in terms of the constitutional petition the provisions of Articles 136.2, 141.3 of the Constitution, the first paragraph of Article 14.2 of the Law “On Elections of Deputies of the Verkhovna Rada of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Local Councils and Heads of Village, Settlement, City” No. 2487-VI dated July 10, 2010 shall be understood in such a way that after the entry into force of the Law “On Introducing Amendments to the Constitution of Ukraine on Holding Regular Elections of People’s Deputies of Ukraine, the President of Ukraine, Deputies of the Verkhovna Rada of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Local Councils and Heads of Village, Settlement, City” No. 2952-VI dated February 1, 2011 all next regular elections of deputies of the Verkhovna Rada of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, village, settlement, city, district and oblast councils and heads of village, town, city elected at regular or special election are held simultaneously on the entire territory of Ukraine on the last Sunday of October of the fifth year of authority of councils or heads elected on regular elections on October 31, 2010.

